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command of lower Mesopotamia, and by 641 the Persian king-, Yes-digerd, was a fugitive, and the Persian Empire had ceased to exist.
But this was not all. Jn 640 the Moslems or Saracens, already masters of Syria, Hung themselves upon Egypt. The Imperial army was put to rout, and all Egypt, except Alexandria, promptly submitted. In 641 Alexandria itself fell, just after the death of Heraclius. That great warrior had fallen upon evil days in his latter years. His Persian campaigns had proved him to be one of the greatest soldiers the Roman Empire had known; he had saved Christendom from a Persian conquest, but when he died, a power, which no one fifteen years before had dreamed of, had arisen, and had torn from the Empire Egypt and Syria and the Holy Land itself, besides completely overthrowing the only dominion which the Empire had hitherto regarded as in any sense a rival.
The triumph of Islam was due in the first place to its appearance as a militant moral force, the creation of Mohammed; and in the second place, it may be safely said, to the character and abilities of the khalif, Omar. Resigning to others the more splendid opportunities of leading the forces of Islam in the field, he devoted himself to the work of organization, to the business of enforcing justice with an even hand among his people, to maintaining at their highest point the new moral standards which Mohammed had set up. But in 644 the great khalif was slain by an assassin. Once more AH was put forward, and once more was defeated. The choice of the old *fcom-panions of Mohammed" fell upon Othman simply because, among" bitter rivals, it was possible to unite only upon the one who excited the least jealousy.
Though Othman himself, elderly, feeble, and incompetent, was quite unable to control the hostilities and rivalries of the various factions among the followers of Mohammed, the expansion of dominion continued during the twelve years of his rule. In the north the armies overran Asia Minor, led by Muaviya, a Meccan warrior of the Ommayad family. In the south, headed by Amrou, they crushed an attempt of the Byzantines to recover Egypt, and they broke across the desert on the west of Egypt, mastering what once had' been the Roman province of Africa, Carthage, and the neighboring district. They took up a new role and launched fleets upon the Mediterranean, where for centuries none had challenged the Roman navies except the Vandals. But Othman, anxious to quarrel with nobody, displeased everybody. When he issued, on his own authority, a new edition of the Koran, which was to reconcile all parties, he only brought about his own assassination.
Complicated rivalries at once broke out among the leading men and t&e leading-tribes. The kkalifate fell at last to AH; but AH found his chief supporters among the more e&eminate peoples of Irak,